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Bootes Constellation.

●Bootes is an often overlooked 

constellation but it does contain some 

objects of binocular interest.

●It is easy to find in the spring night sky 

– just look for the bright orange star 

Arcturus to the east and then look at 

the “kite” asterism.



Arcturus and Napoleon’s Hat.

Arcturus (Alpha Bootis) 

is a bright orange star 

with an apparent 

magnitude of – 0.04 and 

glows a beautiful orange 

in binoculars. Just to the 

west lies an asterism 

known as Napoleon’s 

Hat (Picot 1) with seven 

stars outlining the shape 



Delta Bootis – A Double Star.

Delta Bootis is easily found in “The 

Kite” asterism and is a binocular 

double with a separation of 104 

arcminutes. It comes alive at x15 

magnification with a beautiful colour 

contrast and lies about 122 light years 

distant.



Mu Bootis – A second Double Star.

Just north east to Delta Bootis lies Mu Bootis 

another binocular double with a nice colour 

contrast. It is actually a triple star system in 

telescopes but in binoculars only two are visible. 

It is easy to swing back and forth between Delta 

Bootis and Mu Bootis and compare and contrast.



Hercules Constellation.



The Keystone Asterism and M13/M92 Globular Clusters.

Hercules lies in the 

north east night sky in 

May and is a rather ill 

defined constellation 

and can be difficult to 

pick out. Look for the 

“Keystone” asterism (to 

the east of the Corona 

Borealis Constellation) 

which is the key to 



M13 – The Great Hercules Cluster.

M13 is the brightest globular cluster and lies on a 

line between Zeta and Eta Herculis. Divide the 

line into thirds and M13 lies a third along from 

Eta Herculis. It contains about 300,000 stars is 

20 arc minutes in size and has an apparent 

magnitude of 5.8. It is visible in binoculars of all 

sizes and with increasing magnification and 

aperture a brighter core can be seen and even 

some “granulation “around the edges hinting at 

stars about to be resolved.



M92 – A Globular Cluster.

Imagine an equilateral triangle with Eta and Pi 

Herculis forming the base corners and the apex 

to the north of the Keystone. Messier 92 lies just 

south of this apex and can be seen in all sizes of 

binoculars. Like all globular clusters M92 is old. 

M92 is one of the oldest at 14.2 billion years 

meaning it has been shining since the dawn of 

time itself. Again look for the bright core and 

subtle peripheral shading.



Ophiuchus Constellation.



The Summer Beehive – An Open Cluster.

Ophiuchus is rather ill defined and difficult to find. It lies 

low in the sky and can be seen below Hercules and the 

keystone asterism. Look for a triangle of stars formed by 

Alpha, Beta and Kappa Ophiuchi. IC4665 is an open 

cluster which lies to the south east of Beta Ophiuchi and 

appears in the same field of view. In the opposite image 

Beta Ophiuchi can be seen in the upper right corner with 

the cluster to the left. Notice the four bright stars around 

the cluster which mimic the manger stars in M44 the 

Beehive Cluster in Cancer and gives IC4665 its name of 

“The Summer Beehive”. It is visible in binoculars of all 

sizes.



Poniatowski’s Bull.

This is a famous binocular asterism just south 

east of The Summer Beehive and resembles the 

“V” shape of The Hyades Cluster in Taurus. It 

honours Stanislaus Poniatowski, King of Poland 

from 1764 to1795. For a time it was considered a 

constellation in its own right. It’s stars form an 

attractive asterism in binoculars. Just west of the 

right horn tip lies Barnard’s star which has the 

highest proper motion known of any star at 10.3 

arcseconds per year.



Comet C/2017 T2 PanSTARRS.



Comet C/2017 T2 PanSTARRS.

●This comet will by visible in binoculars throughout May.

●To find the comet’s path simply look for the “Big Dipper” asterism in Ursa Major. Draw a line between 

Gamma and Alpha Ursae Majoris in the bowel of the Big Dipper and extend out towards M81 and 

M82.

●Between the 21st and 26th May the comet can be seen around the area of M81 and M82.

●From 1st May to the 26th May simply extend the line past M81 and M82 and the comet will lie roughly 

along this line as a non stellar fuzziness. It may be possible to trace its path as the month of May 

unfolds.



Binocular Conjunction.

●Throughout the second half of May, Venus and Mercury can be seen together in the same field of 

view low down in the north west sky around 9pm with low powered binoculars.

●On the 23rd and 24th May they are joined by a waxing crescent moon.


